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Meet the Society’s new Director 


Sheree’s sad story 
may end happily 
in Australia 


TIM YEO was flicking through the man once described by the News of 
Sunday Times when he found an the World as “The financier with a 
advertisement for the post of Direc-- heart of gold”? 

tor of The Spastics Society. He sent Spastics News visited him at his 
off a letter of application. So did: weekend home in Kent to find out. 
189 others. Why did Tim Yeo choose. Meet the new Director — pictured 
The Spastics Society, and why did left, and below with his family — on 
the Executive Council choose the Page 3. 


A LONG distance telephone call from Australia 
has brought happiness and hope to 21-year-old 
Sheree “Venning, of Baldock, Herts, who was 


twice refused permission to emigrate with her 


family to Perth because she is spastic. 


The call was from the 
manager of Western Aus- 
tralia Newspapers, Mr 


Norman Aisbeti, who told 
Mrs Christine Venning, 
Sheree’s mother, that 
following publicity about 
Sheree’s case in one of his 
newspapers, there had been 
dozens of calls from mem- 
bers of the public offering 
to stand surety for her. 

But the most promising 
one came from the Perth 
Spastics Society, which has 
offered Sheree a job in a 
workshop in Osborne, near 
Perth, free transport and 
free medical attention, plus 
a wage of between 30 and 
50 dollars a week accord- 
ing to her capabilities. 

In the event of anything 
happening to Sheree’s par- 
ents the Perth Society will 
also guarantee her shel- 
tered accommodation. 

Mr Aisbett told Mrs 
Venning that the news- 
paper had phoned Can- 
berra, and officials had 


Continued on Page 2 


THE § Spastics — Society’s 
annual general meeting in 
London on __ Saturday, 
October 18, will devote 
the afternoon session to a 
vitally important subject— 
the future of the Society 
and where it will be going 
in the 80s. 

The past 12 months 


issues for the Socie 


been critical 
with the need to adjust to 
reduction in staff and, to 
some extent, to a reduction 


handicapped people. 
Executive 


will find it very necessary | must be aware of the 
to examine the future of attitude of its member 
the Society and to reach organisations on _ these 
some major conclusions vital issues and the Chair- 
about its image, its role in man, Mrs Joyce Smith, 
the decade ahead, and its will introduce the topic in 
responsibility for the pro- — the hope that there will be 
vision of additional ser- a full and frank exchange 
vices. of views from all parts of 
To do this the Council — the floor. 


Prime Minister visits Habinteg homes 


BY giving them a home of their own instead of life in 
an institution, Habinteg, sponsored by The Spastics 
Society, makes it easier for the disabled tq pursue their 
professions. 

So it was appropriate that the Prime Minister should, 
picture left, give young barrister Margaret Fenton advice on 
her legal career when she visited the residents at the new 
Habinteg housing estate at Nunhead, South London, The PM 
is a barrister, too. Looking on is Mr Alex Moira. 

BELOW: The applause was as warm as the sun when the Prime 
Minister unveiled the plaque marking her visit to the estate. 
But the demonstrators were there, too. Full story and more 


pictures on back page. 


Pull out 
section 3 
onthe | 
local | 
sroups 


THERE is a_ special 
Pull Out Section in 
Spastics News | this 
month about The Spas- 
tics Society’s local 
voluntary groups. 

Pages 5, 6, 7 and 8 
tell you where to find 
the groups, . and . what 
they do to serve — the 
handicapped people in 
their own communities. | 

Keep the Section for 
future reference—and if 
you are not already a 
member of a local group 
—why not find the one 
nearest to you... and 
Join Up! 


ty’s AGM 


In the morning, guest 
speakers will be Mr Reg 
Prentice. The Minister for the 
Disabled, and Mr Anthony 
Quayle ,the eminent actor who 
is Chairman of The Stars 
Organisation for  Spastics. 
Five new members will be 
elected by AGM delegates to 
join the 15S-strong Executive 
Council: There are seven 
nominees — Mr Derek Ash- 
croft, Mr William Burns, Mr 
Kenneth Coulbeck, Mr Jan 
Hildreth, Mrs Eileen Milnes, 
Mrs Carrie Williams and Mr 
Adrian Wright. 

However, though there is 
much serious business to be 
got through at the AGM, there 
will be a lighter side to the 
proceedings on the evening of 
October 17 at Society HQ 
when AGM delegates from all 
over the country, together with 
Society staff and the members 
of the Executive Council and 
committees, will enjoy a 
relaxed evening together, 
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New Euro plan 
- to champion 
disabled 


A PLAN to set up an All-Party Disablement 
Group in Europe to champion the rights of the 
disabled has been formulated following meetings 
with representatives of The Spastics Society and 
the Conservative Group of European MPs — 
The Euro Democrats — in Strasbourg. 


The initial aims of the 
group will be: 

@® To increase the _ pro- 
visions for the disabled 
from the Community 
Social Fund. 

@ To seek an amendment 
to the Education Budget 
which will be put for- 
ward by Mr Ben Patter- 
son (Member for Kent 
West), to obtain the 
aHocation of funds for 
the needs of children 
from school age through 
to working age, with 
particular reference to 
those with the greatest 
problems — the young 
disabled. 

@ To seek links with the 
already _ established 
Euro Transport Group 
to gain greater rights 
for the disabled 

@ To determine the dis- 
parities which exist 
between the rights of the 
disabled and the able- 
bodied in Member 
countries, and to secure 


ao Kon) 
COOKING 


ne alg tests aetna etna! 


For those with hand disabilities, 
many gas cookers can be fitted with 
special handles and controls. And 
remember, gas cookers need no matches 
to light them, because they have 


automatic ignition. 


\ 

If you are confined to a wheelchair, 
; you may find either a cooker witha 

‘  waist-level grill or a built-in cooker 
i 


helpful. 


. For those with failing sight or 
: blindness, special braille thermostats 
' are available for most gas cookers, 
| together with braille cooking charts. 


GAS FIRES 


Many gas fires are available with 
easily accessible top controls, to save 
bending, and most fires light 
automatically when turned on. 

And for those people with hand 
disabilities, a special tap adaptor may 
be fitted to a number of fires. 


CENTRALHEATING ~ 


Gas central heating needs very little 


effective harmonisation, 

upwards. 

A spokesman for The 
Spastics Society — stated: 
“The initiatives we have 
taken with European MP’s 
to establish the inalienable 
rights of disabled people is 
extremely important since 
we shall have opportunities 
to emphasise and develop 
these during the  Inter- 
national Year for Disabled 
People 1981. 


“The Spastics Society has 
campaigned hard over the 
years for the establishment of 
the Chronically Sick and Dis- 
abled. Persons Act in_ this 
country, and we are still 
fighting to prevent the erosion 
of some of the _ principles 
embodied in it. If we can, by 
co-operation with Europe, 
awaken a powerful ally to 
join us in the fight for. the 
rights of disabled people every- 
where to be freely recognised, 
it should have a powerful effect 
and mean a brighter outlook 
for these people who have 
always been the disadvantaged 
in society.” 


How Norwich fought recession 


If you can’t get work, get 
publicity... 


THE Norwich Spastics Work Centre was designed to 
complement local industry so when the recession hit the 
area it struck at the Centre’s 40 workers, too, and it was 
decided to go on to a three-day week. But once it was 


Executive officer Harry 
Knight explained: “We 
simply had no work at all, 
nothing for a month, so we 
| were forced at the begin- 


British Gas offers.a wide range of help to those who 


need it most-elderly and disabled people. 


If you have a disability—or have friends or 


available. 


relatives in need of help, here are some of the ways in 
which we can make life easier for you. — 


controls and room thermostats help to 
save gas and keep running costs down. 


_PRE-PAYMENT GAS METERS 


Meters can be re-positioned at a 
convenient height for disabled people, 
and special extended handles are 


HOW TO HELP YOURSELF 


Go to your local gas showroom. 
If you cannot go, contact the Home Service 
Adviser of your Gas Region, who willbe 
happy to callon you at home and provide 
advice free of charge. (You'll find the 


address and telephone number in your 


choice o 


showroom. 


attention and can be set to your own 
particular pattern of living. Time 


BRITISH GAS» 


local telephone directory under GAS). 


MORE HELP 


For information about other ways in 
which we can help-with safety and 
peonenty hints, for example, or witha 

ways in which you can spread 
the cost of your gas more evenly through- 
out the year-contact your local 


‘annonced, the response was such that the centre had to 
announced, the response was such that the centre had to 
go straight back on to a five-day week to cope with 


ning of September to take 
the decision to go on to a 
three-day week. 

“Gur work centre is 
designed as an extension of 
local industry, so that if a 
firm needs to take on extra 
they can come to us with- 
out going to the expense 
of extending themselves. 
That was one of the 
advantages, but it meant 
that we also suffer the dis- 
advantage that if local 
firms have no work, nor 
have we. One firm we’ve 
dealt with for 12 years 
cannot offer us anything 
until the New Year. 

“We couldn’t have our 
workers sitting here day 
after day with nothing to 


Sheree's 
dream 


Contined from Page 1 


promised to review the case 
in the light of the Perth 
Spastics Society’s offer. 

From her home in Bal- 
dock Mrs Venning told 
Spastics News: “We are 
all delighted especially 
Sheree. This time we feel 
she cannot be refused. She 
will be able to live with us 
in a beautiful house on my 
son-in-law’s sheep farm. 
She will have a wonderful 
life there surrounded by 
her relatives and in a 
lovely climate. 


“We have no fears for 
her future because we can 
provide for her. My 
husband and I will be 
taking out £20,000 capital 
and he also has a pension 
of £60 a week. This will 
go to her should anything 
happen to us. 

“We are so grateful to 
Spastics News and _ to 
Western Australia news- 
papers for drawing atten- 
tion to the situation.” 


do so we felt we had to 
shut down. I rang the 
local papers and the two 
TV.-stations_in Norwich,. 
Anglia and the BBC, with 
the news, and as a result of 
the excellent publicity we 
were given we worked a 
three-day week for just one 
week. We got two new 
orders, one is folding the 
tops of plastic laundry 
bags, putting in the card- 
board support and handles, 
and the other is putting 
the press studs on. the 
plastic wallets issued by 
banks to hold cheque 
books. 
‘ . . hae 
Optimistic 

“It is a holding situa- 
tion and we have got it 
constantly under review, 
but in the long term we 
are optimistic. Our usual 
firm makes gallon  con- 
tainers and our job is to 
put the cardboard wad in 
the top of the lid. In 
February the company 
will get its biggest ever 
order: These two con- 
tracts we have at present 
are bonuses, and we hope 
for some more. 

“The coverage given to 
our problem focussed 
attention on the work 
centre with the accent on 
the fact we had no work.” 

The centre was origin- 
ally planned to take 32 
workers, but can accom- 
modate up to 45. 


Unit petition 


MORE than 7,000 people 
have signed a petition sup- 
porting the fight by Weston- 
super-Mare and District 
Society for the Spastic and 
Mentally Handicapped to per- 
suade Avon County Council 
to provide a special care unit. 
Local MPs, Jerry Wiggin and 
Paul Dean, have been asked 
to use their influence on the 
County’s Social Services Com- 
mittee which has shelved the 
promised unit indefinitely, 


RAWMARSH § Spastics and 
Handicapped Society took 100 
members on a coach outing to 
Skegness. 


CUMBRIA Spastics Society’s 
Aladdin’s Cave Sale made £389. 
Organised by the Grange 
branch, who also held a 
tecord flag day, collecting 
£142.35. 
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Michael's 


please 
public 


MICHAEL Solomons is a 
43 - year-old wheelchair- 
bound artist whose paint- 
ings are fast achieving 
public acclaim in spite of 
the fact he has limited use 
of his hands. 

Michael had a recent 
one-man show in the offices 
of his local Chelsea Build- 
ing Society in Camberwell 
Green. And another of his 
paintings has been selected 
for the front cover of a new 
leaflet illustrating the work 
of the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics. 

Michael, who together 
with his wife GiH are both 
residents at Good Neigh- 
bours House run by SOS in 
Camberwell, alse writes 
poetry, as well as playing 
and composing music. He 
is pictured here with his 
wife Gill, and Mis Eliza- 
beth Mitchelmore-Hawkins 
who runs Good Neighbours 
House. 


Your Ads 


SITUATIONS vacant: 
Companion - housekeeper 
(driver) required by lively, 
enterprising disabled lady. 
To share household man- 
agement, caring, little nurs- 
ing. Other help kept, own 
room and TV. Medern 
Hampshire house. Good 
salary. References, please. 
Apply: Box 101, Spastics 
News, The Spastics Society, 
12 Park Crescent, London 
WIN 4EQ. 


* * * 


A MAN aged 29 with 
cerebral palsy would like 
to meet a young woman 
with a view to marriage. 
He is Jewish, employed as 
a computer programmer, 
earning £9,000 a year, and 
has his own home in the 
Harrow area. 
Vicky Eisen or Marion 
Casher, Kennedy Matri- 
monial Bureau, 6 Kennedy 
Court, Brent Street, Lon- 
don NWI1. Tel 01-202 7926. 


* * * 


WANTED: Secondhand 
outdoor electric wheelchair 
in good working order. 
Contact Miss E. Manners, 
Social Services, Greenford 
Area Office, 301 Ruislip 
Road, Greenford UB6 98E, 
Tel 01-578 0108 ex 54, 


* * * 


THE London Region of 
Spastics Society is selling 
navy blue sweat-shirts and 
tee shirts bearing the 
legend THE 


sweatshirts are also available 


in. small, medium, Jarge and - 


extra large at £5.99, 


Cheques should be made ; 
payable to The Spastics 
Society: and sent with your: 


order to The London Region, 


The Spastics Society, 76 Cam-~ 
bridge Road, Kingston-upon- . 
| Thames, Surrey. 


Lewer prices may be ayail- 
able for large quantities, 


pictures 


= ee — 


Inquiries to _ 


SPASTICS | 
SOCIETY in white print. 

The tee shirts are available | 
in small, medium, Jarge and - 
extra large at £2.99 and the - 
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SPASTICS NEWS 3 


_ Spastics News meets the Society’s new Director, and finds 
2 him ‘very keen to start an exciting and worthwhile job’ 


IF people are likened 
to cars, some. are 
Minis, nippy and con- 
venient; some  Cor- 
tinas, roomy. and 
reliable; while others 
could be compared to 
the Rover, quite classy 
and stylish. Tim Yeo, 


on the other hand, is 


nothing less than the 
very latest Lotus 


Racer, vibrating with 
_ controlled power. 


_ The Society’s new Direc- 


tor lives in a lovely old 
_ brick house surrounded by 


an acre and a half of gar- 
dens in a village outside 


_ Canterbury. Being in the 


centre of the village means 
all the services can be 


delivered with ease, it is 


ideal for both London and 
the Continent, and that is 
precisely why Tim and his 
wile Di chose it. 

“We wanted something 
in the country and no more 
than an hour and a half 
from London. We searched 
Oxfordshire, Gloucester- 
shire, Essex and Suffolk 
until we found this place.” 
Here is a man_ who 
obviously plans his life 
yery carefully down to the 
last detail. 


Home 


“We have had this house 
for 18 months and we think 
of it as home even though 
we are here just at week- 
ends,” Tim explained. 
During the week, Tim and 
his wife with their children, 
Jonathan, aged nine, and 
seven-year-old Emily, live 
in a flat in Westminster. 

Having found the house, 
they set about, in Tim’s 
words, “completely _ re- 
vamping it,” painting and 
plastering and restoring it 
to its former splendour, 
just as they had two houses 
in Islington, previously. 
“{ like doing-up houses: 
like sponges they absorb 
energy and you don't get 
the same feeling of achieve- 
ment from a place if some- 
one else does the work for 
you.” 

Energy and achievement 
seem to be the hallmarks 
of the man chosen by the 
Executive Council to be the 
Society’s new Director. 

Yeo is a West Country- 
Devonshire name and Tim 
can trace it back 500 years 


ee Ae 
PE ee 


eT 


new Director. 


“The trouble is that 
every 0 he, thinks — it’s 
Chinese,” Tim explained 
with amusement. 


He was born in 1945, in 
London, where his father 
was a doctor working in 
London hospitals and with 
a private Harley Street 
practice, and his mother, a 
radiographer. Tim was 
their only child, going to 
Charterhouse at 13 after 
prep school in Eastbourne. 
He claims to have had an 
“undistinguished school 
career” but nevertheless 
was awarded an exhibition 
to Emmanuel College. 
Cambridge, to read history. 

Before going up, how- 
ever, he spent a year in 
Tanzania at the invitation 
of Trevor Huddleston, then 
Bishop of Masasi, who was 
a family friend. 

He was just 18 when he 
went out to a “very, very 
backward” part of Tan- 
zania on the border with 
Mozambique. “For six 
months I was teaching 
agriculture at a theological 
college which was a_ bit 
like the blind leading the 
blind, and then I spent six 
months teaching in a 
secondary school. We were 
in a very isolated area with 
no tarmac roads which 
would flood when the rains 
came, and we would be cut 
off from contact with the 


themselves after buying it 18 months ago. 


: 


® HAPPY family group: Di Yeo with Jonathan 


outside world for weeks at 
a time. 


“Here I had the oppor- 
tunity to have a great deal 
more responsibility for 
people’s lives than is usual 
when you are 18. A great 
deal more, in fact, than 
many people 10 or more 
years my senior. 

“In October 1964 I came 
back and went up to Cam- 
bridge, which I enjoyed 
enormously. I learnt to fly, 
rowed for my college in 
the May races and at 
Henley, played cricket and 
was president of a discus- 
sion club. I was also chair- 
man of the Cambridge 
University overseas infor- 
mation group which tried 
to persuade people to go 
out and help people in 
underdeveloped countries, 
as I had done. 

“The academic side took 
a bit of a back seat but 
the thing I liked most about 
Cambridge was the chance 
it gave to get to know 
people.” 


First job 


When he came down in 
1967 he started work in 
the City with a firm of 
stockbrokers, he claims — 
“Just by accident, I didn’t 
know what I was going to 
do.” One suspects that that 
was the last time that Tim 
Yeo did not know exactly 
what to do, and where to 
head next. 

“All my friends had 
high-powered jobs in indus- 
try, and by chance a friend 
rang and suggested I tried 
this job out.” He stayed 
with the firm for two and a 
half years before going to 
the Bankers Trust Com- 
pany, one of the largest of 
the New York banks. “It 
gave me a chance to go to 
New York and Zurich, 
where I was looking after 
£25 million of clients’ 
money. Then, in 1973, lL 
decided I wanted to be 
independent so I set up in 


aged nine, Emily aged seven and Tim, the Society’s 


business with two other 
chaps looking after other 
people’s money. 

This was built up and 
merged with the Locana 
Corporation, of which he is 
director, in 1977. He is also 
a director of Worcester 
Engineering, a firm he was 
introduced to by Peter 
Walker, MP, and a director 
of Brooks Hotel Company. 

He is particularly proud 
however of African Palms, 
which he set up in 1967 
and of which he is a Trus- 


North America to Australia 
— we cornered the mar- 
ket,” Tim explained. 

There are two packing 
and distribution centres in 
London which give work 
an a “super-flexi time” 
basis to old age pensioners 
and young mothers. 


And what’s more the 


enterprise makes a profit. 
An example of what this 
means to the area is that 
a village is having fresh 
water piped in so_ that 
people will not have to 


® IN the book-lined study of his Kent home Tim 
Yeo is pictured with Liz Cook of Spastic News 
by photographer Mike Waterman. 


tee. A friend in Masasi 
had contacted him because 
it was a desperately poor 
area with no cash industry 
and suggested manufactur- 
ing palm crosses for use in 
churches. Tim researched 
the scheme and found that 
most crosses were imported 
from Spain. He decided to 
try the idea out. The local 
people gathered the palms 
and folded them _ into 
crosses and delivered them 
to collection points, where 
they were paid. A couple 
of sacks were exported and 
the scheme took off with 
colossal speed. 

“We are now selling 
several million a _ year, 


throughout the world from 


walk three miles to fetch it. 

He is a trustee of African 
Palms, a governor of a 
London nursery school, and 
trustee of the North 
Islington Nursery Trust, a 
charity supporting projects 
for nursery schools. He is 
also hon treasurer of Inter- 
national Voluntary Service 
which sends people to areas 
not covered by Voluntary 
Service Overseas. “I’ve 
done that for three years 
and it has given me a taste 
of how difficult it is to 
raise money.” 

Having ranged over his 
business and charity in- 
terests — “Telling you all 
this is like being before the 
Executive Council again” 


ee 


— Tim turned to another 
aspect of his life. In 1974 
he stood as Conservative 
candidate at Bedwelliy, 
South Wales, against a 
young fire-brand by the 
name of Neil Kinnock, who 
has since made something 
of a name for himself in 
the Labour Party. He 
didn’t win the seat, but. 
achieved a pro-Tory swing 
which “I was quite pleased 
about.” 

That was in February 
‘74, and Tim then joined 
the team surrounding Peter 
Walker (now Minister of 
Agriculture) to fight the 
October election that year. 

Does he still have a 
lingering ambition to go 
into politics? “I wouldn't 
exactly describe it as linger- 
ing,” he smiled. 

One world he has never 
felt drawn to is that of 
medicine, although his 
wife’s father, like his own, 
was a doctor and Di, too, 


read medicine for two 
years. 
“I went into business 


because I thought it would 
be exciting, and it has been, 
but I was finding that at 
the end of the day I was 
getting a lot more satis- 
faction from my voluntary 
work. I enjoy business 
from an intellectual point 
of view, but a good project 


for the North Islington 
Nursery Trust was more 
exciting than making 
money. 


sympa 


“For over a year I had 
been thinking about mak- 
ing a complete change in 
my career. But one of the 
difficulties was that there 
are not a lot of causes one 
can be wholeheartedly 
eager and sympathetic 
about. The Spastics 
Society is one of the few 
that I have no reseryations 
about supporting. It draws 
people from all back- 
grounds, and it is neé 
until relatively recently has 
attention been focussed on 
the needs of people with 
cerebral palsy. Other 
handicapped peeple have 
been helped for genera- 
tions. Spastics have had a 
very hard deal.” 

It was in June while 
sitting in the book-lined, 
picture-hung study of the 
Kent house that he came 
across the advertisement in 
The Sunday Times that was 
to take him away from the 
world of high finance to 
the Society's headquarters 
in «Park: .- Crescamt 3) 
thought it was a good 
advertisement. It placed no 
constraints on age, and 
actually said the Society 
was looking for someone 
dynamic which I thought 
was very encouraging, so I 
chatted to Di about it. [ 
thought it was a _ pretty 
long shot as I didn’t have 
any direct experience in the 
field, but Di was all ia 
favour.” 

He sent off an applica- 
tion and after an interview 

Continued on Page 4 
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- The Society’s new man at the top 


Continued from Page 3 


and meetings with the 
Society's honorary officers, 
he was appointed on 
August 3]. 

A satellite telephone call 
to Trevor Huddleston, now 
Archbishop of the Indian 
Ocean, for a_ reference 
brought the response: 
“Tim, I can’t think of a 
more worthwhile thing for 
you to do than work for 
(The Spastics Society.” 

The challenge of the post 
clearly exerts a fascination 
for him. “It’s very exciting. 
Here is a substantial organ- 
isation which is responsible 
for helping thousands of 
people and needing firm 
leadership from someone 


young, and 


enthusiastic.” 

How does he see the job? 
“TI see a lot of changes in 
the next five years — 
attitudes to the handicap- 
ped are changing and the 
Society must be in the fore- 
front. I’m aiming at a 
more visible public image. 
If the Society is seen more 
positively it will give us 
more influence in public 
affairs. Secondly, it will 
help fund-raising enor- 
mously. Thirdly, it gives 
everyone involved a chance 
tO. HO GiIbt ity wand icel 
enthusiastic. I will also be 
seeking close contact with 
the main political parties.” 

Mr Yeo takes up the 
Directorship on October 
20; but -feels “as if I’m 
working for the Society 
already. I’m on the phone 
to headquarters every day 
and I'm listing my objec- 
tives. 


energetic 


Open door 


“The first thing I want to 
do is to get to know every- 
one, staff and volunteers 
all over the country. I 
want everyone to feel my 
door will be open for any- 
one who feels they’ve got 
something to say.” 


Becoming director of the 
Society obviously means a 
personal financial sacrifice 
for Mr and Mrs Yeo—“but 
hopefully I shall be mak- 
ing more for the Society” 
—and there is the attrac- 
tion of taking on a new 
challenge and promoting a 


@ SQUEAK and Flash, the family’s 


floor. 


cause he wholeheartedly 
believes in. 


“I'm healthy, fit, ener- 
getic and at my peak at 35, 
and very keen to start a job 
which I feel will be excit- 
ing and worthwhile.” 

“Energetic” and “excit- 
ing” are two of the words 
that crop up constantly 
when Tim Yeo speaks. He 
obviously has an_ un- 
quenchable supply of one, 
and an equally unquench- 
able need for the other. 
Even his choice of .recrea- 
tion indicates it—ski-ing. 

“Ski-ing is the principle 
thing that we do together 
as a family, although I do 
play a little golf, do a lot 
of reading.” And the latter 
has recently meant all the 


| Care: comfort: 
confidence that’ Ss what 


INCO is all about — 


Providing efficiency for busy nursing staff, 
and ensuring ‘comfort for the patient, © 
INCO} ‘products give complete protection 
for both ambulant and 


bedridden Cases. 


INGE ROLY 


INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. A common- 
sense product in sensible packaging —used in 
conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. 


INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C. pants in eight 
sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 


patients. 


INCO GARMENTS. Made with adrop front and press- 
stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
ridden cases. Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 
Both pants and garments are washable, waterproof, 
suitable for either sex and permanently size marked. 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. 


Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 31101 
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committee reports—and a 
year’s issues of Spastics 
News. (With a politician’s 
astuteness, he told me that 
the picture of the Society’s 
achievements given in our 
columns had played a part 
in influencing him to take 
the job.) 


New AA guide for 


guinea pigs, play on Emily’s bedroom 


Tim Yeo is a man of 
great charm and physical 
presence, well over 6ft and 
with obvious drive and 
ambition. He talks fast 
and fluently, but also with 
perception and _ honesty. 
He is, frankly, very im- 
pressive. 


disabled drivers 


THE 1980 edition of the 
Automobile — Association 
Guide for the Disabled. 
now available, lists over 
400 AA-inspected hotels, 
guesthouses and inns in 
nearly 300 locations. 

Arranged in county 
the establishments provide 
overnight accommodation 
suitable for those confined to 
wheelchairs, or just facilities 
for meals. 

Parking and toll concessions, 
motorway regulations, break- 
down assistance, mobility 
allowance, the Motability 
scheme, DHSS approved re- 
pairers of invalid chairs and 


order. 


Part 


DHSS 
Appliance Cenires are among 
subjects in the Guide. 


three» wheelers and 


Also to be found is infor- 
mation about motorway  ser- 
vice areas and -public con- 
veniences with facilities for 
the disabled, organisations 
offering specialised accom- 
modation, picnic sites with 
suitable toilet facilities and 
appropriate nature trails. 


The AA GUIDE FOR THE 
DISABLED ,_ which also 
covers Ireland, is available 
free to Association members, 
either direct from AA _ out- 
lets or by post. The price to 
non-members is £1. 


save babies’ pl 
y Conferences 


OCTOBER 199, 


Delarue 
students 
on screen 


THE Thomas  Delarue 
School run by The Snasties 
Society has been involved 
in the making of a docu. 
mentary film about handi- 
capped people and about 
voluntary work. 


The film, made under 


the direction of Jim 
Hornsby, sets out to intro. — 
duce the work of the Seven. 
oaks Voluntary Service 
Unit. The Part of narrator 
went to a former Delarue 
student Deri James, who ig 
now a computer program. 
mer in the Civil “ervice, 
and the message he puts 
over is one of handicapped 


people controlling their 
own lives. 
The fiim shows a_ local 


schoolboy helping a Delarue | 


student to use a magnetic con-— 
ductor designed to help handi- — 


capped students do their own 
scientific experiments. But in 
juxtaposition, the film also 
shows a handicapped student 
in the role of helper as Susan 
Clarke teaches sewing to a 
primary school child. 


The film, which had its first — | 


showing at the Delarue School, 


met with an enthusiastic res- 


ponse. The mother of one 


Delarue student commented it | 


was more encouraging than 
any professional documentary 
she had ever seen. 

The address of the Volun- 


tary Service Unit office is | 
Bradbourne | 


Hatton School, 
Vale Road, Sevenoaks, and 
they will copy the film for 
anyone who sends them a 
blank cassette (Phillips VC 
36). Inquiries to Matcolm 
Groves. Tel Sevenoaks 56448, 


CHILDREN of Dorset Spas- 
tics Society’s Langside School 


i 


paid a visit to the Golden | 


Hind, a full size replica of the | 
ship in which Sir  Francis- 
Drake sailed round the world, 
while it was tied up to Poole’s — 
town quay. 

oS 


a at 


THE Spastics Society called upon Labour Party Conference delegates at | 
a fringe meeting held in Blackpool on October 1 to press the Gove 
ment to implement swiftly the recommendations in the Social Services 


Select Committee’s report which aims to cut the needless death and 


handicapping of Britain’s babies. 
And this week the Society will be making the same 
call at the Tory Party Conference, 


The Social Services 
Select Committee’s report 
stated that every year 
9-10,000 babies die before 
the end of the first week of 
life and at least 5,000 
babies survive with handi- 
caps that could and should 
have been prevented. This 
totally unacceptable level 
of death and handicap is 
not only a problem for the 
National Health Service— 
it is a social problem, a 
regional problem and 
above all, a political prob- 
lem. 

The Spasties Society 
launched its “Save a Baby” 
campaign in 1978 because it 
Was gravely concerned at the 
number of babies that were 
dying or surviving with severe 
handicaps. It was one of the 
chief witnesses at the Social 
Services Committee's inquiry 


and has pledged itself to do all 
in its power to achieve the 
immediate implementation of 
its findings. 

Commented Mr Michael 
Brophy, Director of Fund 
Raising, The Spastics Society: 


“We are determined that this | 


is one report that 
merely gather 
shelves.” 

Mr Nicholas Winterton, 
Conservative MP for Maccles- 
field, will be the chief speaker 
at a Conservative Party Con- 
ference fringe meeting at 
Brighton on October 8, to 
urge delegates “to press and 
harry” the Government with- 
out delay to implement the 
recommendations in the report. 

Professor Richard Beard, 
Specialist adviser to the Social 
Services Select Committee, of 
the Department of Obstetrics, 
St Mary’s Hospital Medical 
School, London, will also 
speak at the meeting. 


will 
dust on 


not 
the 


\ 


£7,000 extension 


AN extension with carport 
to the Fitzalan Howard 


Day Centre for Spastics in 


Worthing has been com- 
pleted at a cost of £7,000, 
and will enable Worthing 


Spastics Society to increase 


the work force of disabled 
people using 
from 30 to 40. 


The extension will be used 


as a printing room to house 
two electric printing presses 
and three operated by hand, 
as well as storing trays of 


print and stocks of paper. 
Fund-raising events 


the centre’ 


pro- 


vided the bulk of the money 
and the balance of £1,200 
was met with proceeds from 
a stall at the annual Cale 
donian Market. “We just 
made it,” joked Mrs Dorothy 
Till, chairman of the society. 
Building took just sever 
weeks. , 


_ THE SOCIETY’S LOCAL GRouPS Ff 


- THE Spastics Society 
has 196 affiliated local 
groups in England and 
__ Wales, and this special 
Pull Out Section tells 

_ you what they do, and 


how to find them. 
Over the page, you will 


_ THERE are couniless storics 
about the way in which The 
1 Spastics Society’s local yolun- 
tary groups scrve the com- 
munity. Here is just one fine 
example... 
‘Redhill General Hospital 
_ desperately needed another 
fetal monitor for its maternity 
unii, and with NHS economies 
becoming more and more 
stringent it was almost cer- 
fain the machine would not 
be forthcoming. 
And that is when the South 
East Region of the Spastics 
Society stepped in to help, 
after an initial approach from 
the hospital. 

The Region — immediately 
agreed to raise the necessary 
£3,208, as the hospital request 
exacily matched the theme of 

the Society's “Saye a Baby” 
campaign, 

The money was subsequently 

raised by donations from four 
fecal groups, South East 
' Surrey, Mole Valley and 
Epsom, Tonbridge and Tun- 
bridge Wells, and the Crawley 
_ and District Spasiics Society, 


find a map giving the loca- 
tion of each group, and 
page 8 lists them, region by 
region. 

The local groups are 
vital to The Spastics 
Society, and to the handi- 
capped people it seeks to 
serve. Affiliated groups 


run over 60 establishments 
in their own areas, and 
these range from small 
schools and day centres. to 
work centres and hostels. 
They play an essential rote 
in the lives of many handi- 
capped children and adults, 
but high inflation and 


rising running. costs bring 
increasing financial bur- 
dens. 

The man who knows 
only too well the difficul- 
ties facing local groups is 
My Tony Frank, The Spas- 
tics Society’s Assistant 
Directox, Regions. Through 


example of local enterprise 


_ loca} volunteers. 


ALREADY babies being born at Redhill Hospital’s Maternity Unit have been saved 
needless handicap by the new fetal monitor. Pictured at its presentation are Mr and Mrs 
Hinves, chairman, Mole Valley and Epsom group; Sister J. Lang, Miss B. Yates, 


the network of Regional 
Officers throughout Eng- 
land and Wales, he is in 
day-to-day touch with the 


“The groups do wonder- 
ful work, and they have 
truly been described as the 
backbone of the Society,” 
he told Spastics News. 


“These are the people 
who give their spare time 
freely and cheertully, to 
discover urgent local needs 
and work to fulfill the 
aspirations of their tellow 
citizens who sufter disable- 
ment. 

“Many of them were started 
by parents anxious about the 
education and welfare of their 
spastic children, and _ often 
they were first in the field with 
facilities in their areas. Now 
with increasing statutory pro- 
vision, their role is changing. 
It would be very unusual for a 
group to build a new school, 
for instance, these days, but 
you would find the group 
campaigning to make the local 
authorities aware of their duty. 


' 
‘ 


“The groups labour in so 
many ways, and many could do 
so much more with extra 
funds, and new voluntecrs. We 
particularly need the support 
of young volunteers who can 
help groups meet the needs 
and aspirations of a new 
generation of parents of 
spastic children.” 

In addition to the groups 
named on Page 3, there are 


SU eee eae 


WHETHER they go by 
the title of group, 
society or association, 
the bands of interested 
members of The Spas- 
tics Society’s affiliated 
local groups all have 
one thing in common. A 
need for. volunteers. 


There are 196 of these 
voluntary bands and 
their names are listed on 
the back page of our 
special supplement 
devoted to their import- 
ant role in the Society’s 
structure. 


Ii you have some 
special skill or talent— 
or simply feel you 
would like to help—con- 
tact them, they are long- 
ing to hear from you. 
Whether you have a flair 
for fund-raising or 
would enjoy more direct 
contact with the dis- 
abled by home-visiting 
or helping to organise 
activities, your energy 
and expertise is in 
demand. 


The addresses’ of 
Regional Officers are 
also listed to help you 
find your local group. 

So don’t wait, stag- 
nate and prevaricate— 
Come and Join Us! 


NE 


combined with local flag days, 
house-to-house collections and 
donations from local schools. 


deputy head, De Burgh School; Mr Jack Stevens, chairman, South East Surrey group; 
Mrs Olwyn Gaunt, senior appeals officer, and Miss K. Drury, consultant obstetrician. 


others waiting for official 
affiliation, so they are not 
listed. 


Tee 


Picture by the Argus, Redhill STM PS TOT eh 
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WITH 12 SUPERB COLOUR PHOTO's 
Especially produced by The Spastics Society for the International Year 
of Disabled People is a delightful calendar containing 12 colour 
portraits of children. Photography is by the international 
photographer John Young, and the subjects were carefully selected 

to emphasise the charm and innocence of young children. | 

The overall size is 172” x 10/2", and the high standard of photography 


and printing combine to give a calendar of outstanding quality. 
The ideal gift for your friends. 


= ee es eee eee ee 


Please send me copy/copies of The Spastics Society 1981 calendar 


@ £2.00 each plus 50p postage and packing. 
lenclose a cheque/postal order for £ 


MR/MS 
ADDRESS 


Please allow 21 days for delivery 


BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 


POS ELCODE 


™ Wu 


; F \ , He 7 
OS Wa WYN 
Moi 


| 


“Il wish | had a Newton Ultra Lightweight wheelchair... 
| wish | had a Newton Ultra Lightweight... 
| wish | had a Newton...zzzz2” 


Don't just lie there dreaming. Many of our clients woke up long ago to the fact 
that because the Newton Ultra Lightweight wheelchair weighs only 30 Ibs, it is 
more manoeuvreable and easier to push. Folded, it stows comfortably into most 
car boots. 


Contact us today for further information about the Newton Ultra Lightweight. 
Also the Newton Avon De Luxe range of wheelchairs and our Best Buys range 
of aids and equipment. 


Newton really is the dream wheelchair. 


When only the best will do — go Newton 


Newton Aids Ltd 


Dept. N.64 SN, Unit 4 Dolphin Industrial Estate, Southampton Road, 


The Spastics Society, Publications Department, 12 Park Crescent, London WIN 4EQ 


' DATE RECEIVED Pesca. | ~CHEQUE/PO 
| aS en 


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
(A/c 58030/360) 


. Salisbury, Wilts SP1 2NB. Telephone: Salisbury (0722) 20441 


Newton Aids Limited co-operates closely with The Spastics Society in the development of 
new aids for the handicapped and in the improvement of existing aids. 
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8 SPASTICS NEWS 
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NORTH EAST REGION 


Royal Chambers, Station Parade, Harrogate HG1I 1EP. 
Tel 0423 69655. 
Senior Regional Officer: Mr C. R. Wood. 
Barnsley and District Association (H) 
Berwick-upon-Tweed and District Spastics Society (H) 
Bradford and District Branch of The Spastics Society 
L. > G3) 
Calderdale Spasties Society (W) 
Castleford and District Spastics Society (H) 
Cleveland Spastics Society (TW) 
- Doncaster and District Spastics Society (H) 
Durham County Spastics Society (H) 
East Kirklees Spastics Society (O) 
Goole and District Spastics Society (O) 
Huddersfield and District Spastics Society (O) 
Hull and District Spastics Society (CTH) 
Leeds and District Spastics Society (WCT) 
Pontefract and District Spastics Association 
Rawmarsh Spastics Society (H) 
Ryedale Spastics and Disabled Persons Society 
Sheffield and District Spastics Society (W) 
South Shields and District Spastics Society (H) 
Sunderland and District Spastics Society (WCT) 
York and District Spastics Group 
Percy Hedley School and Centre for Spastics (TEWR) 


NORTH WEST REGION 


62 Bridge Street, Manchester M3 3BW. 

Tel 061-832 6373. 

Senior Regional Officer: Mr Nigel Smith 

Barrow-in-Furness and District Spastics and Handicapped 
Children’s Society (CV) 

Blackburn and District Spastics Group (SV) 

_ Blackpool and Fylde District Spastics Group (TS) 

Bolton and District Spastics Society (WH) 

Burnley Area and Rossendale Spastics Group (VH) 

Chester and District Spastics Association 

Crewe and District Spastics Society (RW) 

Cumbria Spastics Society (RPH) 

Friends of Liverpool Spastics 

Greater Manchester Spastics Society (VH) 

Lancaster, Morecambe and District Spastics Socicty 
(SLV) 

Oldham and District Spastics Society (TCO) 

Preston and District Spastics Group (VH) 

Rochdale and District Spastics Society (V) 

St Helen’s Spastics Society (V) 

Sale, Altrincham and District Spastics Society (CH) 

Southport, Formby and District Spastics Society (H) 

South Sefton Spastics Society 

Stockport, East Cheshire and High Peak Spastics Society 
(TCOE) 

Urmston and District Spastics Group (TO) 

Warrington and District Spastics Society (SHV) 

Widnes Spastics Fellowship Group (SO) 

Wigan and District Spastics Society 

Wirral and Ellesmere Port Spastics Society 


SOUTH EAST REGION 


Donaldson House, Massetts Road, Horley, 

Surrey RH6 7QZ. 

Tel 02934 71211. . 

Senior Regional Officer: Miss S. Entwistle 

Andover and District Spastics Society 

Ashford and Tenterden Spastics Group (H) 

Basingstoke and District Spastics Society (V) 

Brighton, Hove and District Spastics Society (CETO) 

Canterbury and Kent Coast Group 

The Mole Valley and Epsora Group 

East Sussex Group (C) 

Gosport and Fareham Spastics Society (H) 

Crawley and District Spastics Society 

Isle of Sheppey Spastics Group 

Isle of Thanet Group 

Isle of Wight Spastics Society 

Maidstone Area Group (V) 

Medway Towns Branch (V) 

North Hants and West Surrey Spastics Society* 

North West Surrey Group* 

Portsmouth and District Spastics Society (WV) 

Shepway Spastics Together Group (Playgroup) 

Southampton and District Spastics Association 
(TCWRHEYV) 

South East Surrey Spastics Group (O) 

South West Surrey Group* 

Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge and Area Group (CTV) 

West Sussex Spastics Group (V) 

Winchester and District Spastics Society (O) 

Le ee Littlehampton and District Spastics Society 

V) 

*These Groups support White Lodge Spastics Centre, 

Chertsey, Surrey (CEOT) \ 


[JE] REGION BY REGION—THE — 
ij q AFFILIATED LOCAL GROUPS | 


Use this list in conjunction with the map on centre pages 


EAST REGION 


Broadway Chambers, Station Place, Letchworth, 
Herts SG6 3AF. 

Tel 046 2671911. 

Senior Regional Officer: Mr C. A. Cattell. 

Aylesbury and District Spastics Society _ 
Basildon, Brentwood and District Spastics Society 
Bedford and District Spastics Society (OTWS) 
Braintree and North West Essex Spastics Socicty 
Cambridge and District Spastics Society 

Chelmsford and District Spastics Society 

Colchester and District Spastics Society 

East Herts Spastics Society 

Friends of Princess Marina Centre for Spastics Seer Green 
Hemel Hempstead and District Group 

Hitchin Spastics Society 

Ipswich and East Suffolk Spastics Society (TWH) 
Kings Lynn and West Norfolk Spastics Society 
Letchworth Spastics Society 

Lowestoft and North East Suffolk Spastics Society (HS) 
Luton, Dunstable and District Spastics Group 

Milton Keynes and District Spastics Society 

Newbury and District Spastics Society 

Norfolk and Norwich Spastics Association (W) 
Northampton and County Spastics Society (HVP) 
Oxfordshire Spastics Welfare Society (COT) 
Peterborough and District Spastics Society 

Reading and Mid Berkshire Spastics Welfare Socicty 
St Albans and District Spastics Society (H) 

Slough and District Spastics Welfare Society 

South Bucks Spastics Society (OS) 

Southend-on-Sea and District Spastics Society (CO) 
Stevenage Spastics Society 

Tendring District Spastics Society 

Thurrock and District Spastics Society 

Watford and District Spastics Society (CEOT) 

Welwyn Garden City and District Spastics Society (H) 
West Suffolk Group of The Spastics Society 


GREATER LONDON REGION 


76 Cambridge Road, Kingston-upon-Thames, 

Surrey KT1 3LB. 

Tel 01-549 5988. 

Senior Regional Officer: Mrs J. Barnett. 

Bexley and North West Kent Spastics Group 

Bromley Spastics Society (WV) 

Central Middlesex Spastics Welfare Society (WOS) 

Croydon, Sutton and District Spastics Society (TEWCP) 

East London Spastics Society (SH) 

Epping Forest and District Branch (T) 

Friends of the Cheyne Centre for Spastic Children 
(TEOCR) 

Ilford, Romford and District Spastics Association (S) 

Inner London Spastics Society (S) 

North London Spastics Association (SV) 

North Surrey Group (WVS) 

South East London Spastics Group (S) 

South London Group (SV) 

South West London and District Group 

South West Middlesex Group (HV) 

Walthamstow and District Spastics Society 


WEST REGION 


5-7 South Street, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8NR. 

Tel 0823 476507. 

Senior Regional Officer: Miss C. M. Mould. 

Bath and District Spastics Society (V) 

ee eae and District Friends of Spastics Association 
(T) 

Bristol Spastics Association 

Chard and South Somerset Association for Spastics and 


‘Kidderminster and District Spastics Association (WEVPS) 


OCTOBER 194; 


MIDLAND REGION 


10th Floor, Albany House, 31 Hurst Street, 

Birmingham B5 4BD. 

Tel 021-622 4694. 

Senior Regional Officer: Position vacant : 

Boston and District Branch of The Spastics Society (V)j* 

Chesterfield and District Spastics Society (T1COVES) 

Coalville and District Spastics Society (WH) 

Coventry and District Spastics Society (VHEWT) 

Derby and District Spastics Society (HVS) 

Dudley and District Spastics Group (V) 

East Staffordshire Spastics Society (HLSV) i 

Grantham and District Friends of Spastics Group (HY)* 

Herefordshire Spastics Society (HV) 

Leicester and District Spastics Society (V) + 

Lincoln and District Spastics Society (RWESLV)* 

Loughborough and District Spastics Society (VS) 

Louth and District Spastics Society (HOVES)* 7 

Mansfield and District Friends of Spastics Group (HVS) _ 

Midland Spastics Association (WEVPS) 

Mid Staffordshire Spastics Association (HV) 

Newark Area Spastics Society (V) 

North Staffordshire Spastics Association (OCVESL) 

Nottingham and District Friends of Spastics Group 
(HVO) 

Oakham and District Spastics Society (H) 

Retford, Worksop and District Spastics Society 

Rugby and District Spastics Society (LV) 

Sandwell and Walsall Spastics Society (HV) 

Scunthorpe and District Spastics Society (V)* 

Shropshire Spastics Society (HV) 

Skegness and District Spastics Society (HV)* 

South Humberside Spastics Society (LHV)* 

South: Shropshire Group for Spastics and the Handi- 
capped (CVS) 

Spalding and District Spastics Society (CV)* 

Stamford and District Spastics Society (V)* 

Wolverhampton and District Spastics Society (OVWEP) | 

Worcester and District Spastics Society % 

*These Groups support the Lincolnshire Spastics Centre 
(WORT) > 


WALES REGION 


45 Park Place, Cardiff CF1 3BB. 

Tel 0222 30749. 

Senior Regional Officer: Mr M. Oldham 

Aberconway and District Society for The Spastics and 
Disabled (V) | ~ 

Cardiff and District Spastics Association (CV) 

Carmarthenshire Spastics and Disabled Persons Society 

a ce Bay and District Group of The Spastics Society 

) . 

Kenfig Hill and District Spastics Society (H) 

Merthyr Tydfil and District Spastics Society (H) 

Monmouthshire Spastics Society ( WV) 

Mold and District Spastics Society 

Pembrokeshire Spastics Society (V) 

Pontypridd and District Spastics Society (HV) 

Rhuddlan and Delyn Spastics Group (HV) 

Swansea and District Spastics Association (WORHTYV) 


Affiliated Organisations 
The following organisations are affiliated to 
The Spastics Society: 
Scottish Council for Spastics 
Northern Ireland Council for Orthopaedic Development 
Jersey Spastics Society 
Midas Seat Palsy Centre 
ame Hannah Rogers School, Ivybrid 5 
St Margaret’s School, Croydon eit | 
Birtenshaw Hall School, Bolton 


Handicapped (S) 
Cheltenham and District Spastics Association (ETOLY) 
Cornish Spastics Society (HV) 
Devon and Exeter Spastics Society (TERV) 
Dorset Spastics Society (TEHRV) 
Gloucester and District Spastics Association (HV) 
Sees and South West Devon Spastics Association 
Salisbury and District Spastics Association (V) 
Swindon and District Spastics Society (H) 
Thamesdown and District Spastics Society (V) 
Weston and District Society for the Spastic and Mentally 


Flanticapned: (VL) “ee .. “=. gt Anat - ee ee 


MELLEL LLL LCLLLLEMEM MMM TTT 


W—Work Centre. O—Occupational Centre/Special Care 
Day Centre. R—Residential Care/Accommodation. H— 
Holiday Accommodation. C—Child Care. T—Treat- 
ment available, E—Education. L—Toy Library. V_—|! 
Home Visitor. P—Social Worker. S—Social and/or | 
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Recreational Centre. 


You can help spastics by 
ordering a regular copy of 


BSPASTICS NEWS 
ISPAST EWS§ 
ie oe? Se SN AROS. bape nce on ceca SEN. 


x eh 


wa 


only £1.20 (inc. postage) a year 


CUT OUT AND SEND THIS FORM 


Please send until further notice te the mame and address below the 
lively SPASTICS NEWS each month at the annual subscription rate of 


£1.20 including postage, starting with the 1 

! enclose a cheque/postal order for £1.20 I 
Plame and. Addéesute. sustaiwesccesdgsecvcicchent 1 
(Block. capitals please) ee eetteeateaeaneccnsconssssnacsuvtane I , 


OO eee eee rm ereeerseeeresoeees 
COCO OCCT o eee reeenesecececescescocee 
POOP eee eer ere eeeeeneeenrseens 
ee eeeee 


TOPO P Om ee erm eneeeeeseeees 
pean aS aes pede DIE OLE DEON PC eR Ke 
Poe eee ne eees 


Send to Circulation Assistant, 
Spastics News, 12 Park Crescent, London WIN 4QE. 
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WHILE listening to a BBC 


radio programme about 
forthcoming TV _ pro- 
grammes I heard a chap 
talking about the 24-hour 
Telethon on Thames Tele- 
vision at the beginning of 
October. As I had read 
about the Telethon in the 
September issue of Spastics 
News my ears perked up 
with interest. 


However, I was not 
pleased to hear the speaker 
describe the Telethon idea 
as an import from America 
we could do without, and 
“the sort of thing that 
gives charity a bad name.” 


I do disagree with this 
view. Surely anything which 
raises money for good causes 
should be commended, and it 
seems to me that the Telethon 
could be very successful. Let’s 
face if, we need new ideas for 
charity fund-raising in these 
difficult times. 

Unfortunately, I will not be 
able to see the Telethon as 
i€ will only be transmitted in 
the Thames area, but I hope 
if goes like a bomb and raises 


* * * 


I WAS very pleased with 
Nancy Tuft’s very long 
report and all the photo- 
graphs of myself in the 
September issue of Spastics 
News. 

It was well written. except 
for one little mistake, where it 
reads that “Thorngrove Agri- 
eultural Centre, run by The 
Spastics Society at Gilling- 
ham, used to let me have a 
stall at their open day as a 
concession, but this is no longer 
the case.” This isn’t so, f still 
go there, and this year especi- 
ally they gave me an extra 
larger space, which I appre- 
ciated. 

Before I had seen the report, 
they had all read it at Thorn- 
grove, and a bit of offence 
had been. taken. I was told 
about it, as we were at another 
show together all last weekend; 
they said, quite rightly, “that 
it Jooked bad for them, not 
letting another spastic in.” I 
have written them an apology 
myself, but could you put it 
right in Spastics News, please? 

I can only think that Nancy 
mistook me, when I said that 
Thorngrove has never tried to 
sell my work in their two local 
shops. 

About a _ fortnight after 
Spastics News visited, our new 
Chairman, Mrs Joyce Smith, 
came to spend an afternoon 
with us. It was very nice to 
get to know each other, and 
we hope to meet again. 

I think Spastics News is very 
alive and interesting, and more 
people should read it. 


MISS M. CHAPPELL, 
6 Butts Close, 
Marnhul!, 

Sturminster Newton, 
Dorset. 


SORRY about the 
Miss Chappell, which also 
brought a cross letter (and 
justifiably so) from Thorn- 
grove’s general manager, Mr E. 
A. Rhodes. He says: 
“For some years now the 
Chappells have been provided 
_ with a stall at our Open Day. 
This has been given willingly 
and freely. There has never, 
at any time, been any sugges- 
tion that this facility should 
be withdrawn. Mrs Chappell 
and Marjorie are always wel- 
come here on such an occasion. 
If you would check this state- 
ment with the Chappells you 
will find them in complete 
agreement.” 


mistake, 


millions! Then the idea might 
be taken up by other ITV 
companies in the rest of the 
country. Even by the BBC! 


MRS ASS., 
Norwich, 
Norfolk. 


@ As Spasics News went to 
press on October 6, Thames 
TV was still tot@lling up the 
Telethon tally — well over 
£1 million pledged — and post 
was still pouring in. 


* * * 


CAN I appeal, through Spas- 
tics News, to the parents of 
handicapped children to make 
plans for their children’s 
future? 

We lost my father suddenly 
last year, leaving my mother 
and IF alone. Mother hoped 
that she could continue to look 
after me, but she found it 
impossible to do so as time 
went on. We could see that it 
would not work out, because 
father did most of the heavy 
lifting as I cannot stand at all. 
The welfare people wanted 
my father to make plans for 
my future but, father would 
not hear of it, unfortunately, 
so left no plans for the care 
of me. He thought he was 
doing it for the best, no doubt, 
but left rather a mess for us. 

I am now in care, being 
looked after, and I do not 
have to worry about mother 
doing too much for me. 


MISS E. AGAR, 
The Beeches, 
Francis Road, 
Edgbaston, 
Birmingham. 


Communication 


MY colleagues and I are 
most concerned that some 
children with severe com- 
munication disorders, who 
are effectively using alter- 
native means of communi- 
cation, eg: Blissymbols, 
have this means withdrawn 
on transfer to a new school 
or unit. The reason given 
is usually that speech 
development will suffer. 

Firstly, all the alternative 
forms which I am _ familiar 
with strongly encourage simul- 
taneous attempts at speech; 
and in my experience, the 
removal of emphasis {from 
speech production, often 
removes anxiety associated 
with it and facilitates increased 
vocalisation. 

Secondly, if one waits too 
long for expressive speech to 
develop, one runs the risk not 
only of adversely affecting 
cognative and language 


Where there's Hope there's charity—and — 
= golfers say Thanks 
for the memory” 


FIVE years of cajolery, persistence and persuasion by 
Stars Organisation for Spastics Vice-Chairman Dickie 
Henderson paid off when he got fellow comedian Bob 
Hope on the road to Epsom and the first Bob Hope 


@ THERE were these two comedians who both 
playing golf, so one said to the other, “Why not stage a 
British Classic for charity?” So they did—Dickie Hender- 
son and Bob Hope at Epsom. 


JACK Peitican who, until he 
retired three years ago, taught 
at the Society’s Craig-y-Pare 
school, is now working in 
remote villages in Egypt on 
behalf of the United Nations. 
Mr Pettican is 68, and so 


impressed was the UN by his 
work designing and manufac- 
turing educational aids for the 
disabled, they approached him 
to spend a year in Egypt lec- 
turing on educational aids for 
children. 


plea 


development; but also the 
child’s emotional attitude 
towards communication. 

Finally, if the problem is 
that staff at the new centre are 
not familiar with the child's 
means of communication, it is 
negative in the extreme not to 
learn at least the signs the 
child knows. In the case of 
Blissymbols, one is not even 
required to do this, as_ the 
written word accompanies the 
symbol. 

Alternative methods of com- 
munication are not appro- 
priate for all non-communic- 
cating patients — but I 
believe it is unethical to close 
one’s mind to a system which 
may relieve the intensive 
frustration of a communica- 
tion disorder. 

SALLY CONNER, 
Speech Therapist, 
Cheyne Centre for 
Spastic Children, 
Chelsea SW3. 


‘Gumsy’ description 


I COULD not believe my eyes when I read Jast month’s 


issue of your paper. 


What were your wordsmiths up to 


coining phrases like “spastic person” and “cerebral 
palsied person” in the story on AGM candidates? The 
smooth flow of prose bumped up against these linguistic 


monstrosities in nearly every biography. 


Is this a hint 


of worse on the way — are we to be treated in future 


to reading 


“Cerebral Palsied News” and exhorted to 


fill tins for “The Cerebral Palsied Persons Society”? 

Please don’t get me wrong — I'm not advocating the use of 
the word “spastic” where it would be inaccurate and offensive. 
It is obvious that in stories of achievement it is more appropriate 
to refer to someone, whether computer programmer or poet, as 
“being disabled by cerebral palsy” rather than as spastic pro- 


grammers and poets. 


I'm just making a plea. for commonsense to be employed. 
As a word “spastic” is much maligned and vilified and to an 
extent I feel this is unjustified. It is a short and convenient 


noun if used correctly. 


My point is that in the AGM paragraphs, those “cerebral 
palsied persons” referred to, while germane to the issue, were 
not the subjects of the piece. In this instance surely to write 
‘Mr Bloggs is the father of a spastic” is permissible? 

Frankly a phrase like “cerebral palsied person” is as clumsy 


as the condition it describes. 


Forgive me for demaining anonymous — but I work in a 
Society establishment so I will sign mysclf. 


“Concerned Pedant.” | 


ee 


Unions promise 
help for centre 


STOCKTON Trade Unions 
have pledged support for the 
local disabled. Not only have 
they promised to raise funds 
for the new £40,000 extension 
to the Spastics and Welfare 
Centre but also to find work 
for the extra 40 spastics who 
will attend it when it opens 
next year. 


liked 


British Classic golf tournament. 


The four-day event at 


the RAC Club attracted celebrities from the world of golf 
and entertainment and by the time the final stroke was 
played charity—including the SOS—was £62,000 better 


off. 

Dickie first had the idea 
for the classic when he 
went to Kenya for a golf 
Pro-Am run by John Spur- 
ling. He believed that a 
Bob Hope Classic in 
Britain would perpetuate 
the star’s connection with 
the land of his birth, and 
be a tremendous boost for 
charity. And his faith was 
well-founded. 

Over the years he reminded 
Bob Hope of his idea and once 


the star had agreed, John 
Spurling came over from 
Kenya to mastermind the 
operation. 


The line-up of stars, golf 
clubs in hand, looked like the 
cast list of every American 
television seria} and film ever 
made, along with 80 of the 
world’s leading professionals, 
plus a contingent of popular 
British entertainers. 

Autograph hunters had a 
field day spotting James Gar- 
ner, Telly Savalas, Burt Lan- 
easter, Efrem Zimbalist Jnr, 
Sean Connery, Jimmy Tarbuck, 
Henry Cooper, Bobby Charl- 
ton, Eric Sykes,’ Bruce For- 
syth and, of course, Dickie. 
And the presence of Lee 


Trevino, Severiano  Balles- 
teros, Gary Player, Sam Snead, 
Graham Marsh, Sandy Lyle 
and Tony Jacklin put. the 
game on a par with the Open. 

The. match was over 72 
holes, and 33 - year - old 
Spaniard Jose- Maria Canizares, 
with a final round of 64 for his 
19 under par 269 total, and 
won the £15,000 first prize. 

The SOS office staff, with the 
help of off-duty assistants 
from Marks and Spencer, ran 
a Bob Hope golf clothing 
stall on the course and many 
SOS -members, including 
Sylvia Syms, Leslie Crowther, 
David Jacobs, Sir John Mills; 
Chairman Anthony Quayle; 
President Lady Anne Ten- 
nant were also there. 

Sharing the £62,000 with the 
SOS is the Bob Hope Theatre 
of the Arts Foundation at 
Eltham, and two other 
charities. 

Dickie Henderson’s faith in 
Bob Hope made charity the 
over-all winner and as_ the 
stars sped back to Hollywood, 
John Spurling set the ball 
rolling for the second Classic 
next year. And his target for 
1981, the International Year 
of Disabled People, is to raise 
£100,000. 


Mobility:.: the seis | 


eFor all ages 


e Pavement or country roads 
fm ° For Shopping and Country Rambles 
* Climbs 4° kerbs and steep gradients. 
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Mm i == a 
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Send for free folder and demonstration details to: 
Braune of Stroud, Griffin Mill, 
: Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ 


¢ Batricar now complete with hood 
¢ No licence 
« No Tax 


‘BATRICAR 
STROUD - ENGLAND 


i Address 


eee 


| eg eS 


SN Oct 


10 SPASTICS NEWS 


LLLP LEAPED 


WHEN the children 
returned to the Society’s 
Craig-y-Pare School after 
the holidays Jane Chenery 
not only had a tale to tell 
but an armful of gifts, too. 

It has always been her 
ambition to fly, so she 
thought perhaps Jimmy 
Savile could make her 
dream come true with his 
programme on _ television. 
With regret Jimmy wrote 
back and said he couldn’t 
“Fix it” but by chance her 
mother, Monica, mentioned 
Jane’s dearest wish over a 
cup of tea with her cousin, 
Colin Yeo, field officer of 
the East Devon Deer Con- 
trol Society. 

Jim might not have been 
able to fix it but Colin 
could. He flew into action, 
contacting a society col- 
league, Gordon Taylor, an 
Exeter businessman with 
his own helicopter. 

And just before the end 
of the holidays Jane 
Chenery of Paignton had 
her “lift off.” First she 
was taken to Exeter Fire 
Brigade headquarters’ 
launch pad in a_ police- 
escorted Rolls Royce and 
piped on board the chopper 
by the Exeter Pipe Band. 

Then it was up, up and 
away. And when Jane 
finally got her feet back on 
the ground she was 
showered with toys from 
the Deer Control Society 
to take back to share at 
school — with a toy Bambi 
for herself. 

Picture by the 
Herald Express, Torquay 


The Britax Handicapped Child 
Seat has been developed to meet the need 
of the handicapped child. The seat will 
safely support a child weighing between 
20 and 100 lbs. And allows for individual 
adaptation to suit children witha wide 


variety of special needs. 


The seat design is the result of 
co-operation between organisations like 
the Spastics Society, The Wolfson Centre, 
The Association for Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus and Chailey Heritage, 

Head supports, side supports, pommel | 4 
and hamess are fully adjustable, so the seat 
grows with the child. It's easy to install and 
remove, and it looks good too, 

If you'd like more information about the 
Britax Handicapped Child Seat contact: Britax, 
Chertsey Road, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7AW. 
Telephone: Byfleet 4112], 2286 mnternationalcompany 


SN Oct 


waters of the Rive Idle. 
Picture by the Retford Times. 


THE river running through 
Bawtry in Nottinghamshire 
is named the Idle, but the 
16 teams taking part in a 
sponsored pram race in 
aid of the Doncaster and 
District Spastic Society 
were anything but that as 
they crossed it as part of 
their 24-mile course. 

Coming from local pubs, 
RAF stations and even a 
ladies football team, and 
attired in a motley collec- 
tion of costumes ranging 
from surgeons, sweeps, 
clowns and Indians, they 
perambulated through the 
Streets at a great rate 
before taking the plunge 
into the Idle. 

The winners were the 
Indians in a literally stag- 
gering time of 174 minutes 
and it is hoped that the 
sponsorship will reach the 
£500 target. 


WET and weary a team in the great Doncaster and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society pram race emerge from the freezing 


FIVE - year-old Francis 
Delaney, who lives near 
Witney in Oxfordshire is a 
spastic child with no 
speech. But he has no diffi- 
culty at all in communicat- 
ing his delight at the new 
playhouse specially built 
for him by local teenagers 
on a work experience 


® SULLY Work Centre’s Superstar Alan Kerwin, who 
won a first at the Belgian Games for javelin throwing, 
now focuses his eyes on the movement of goods inward 
and outward in his role as centre foreman. 


Picture by Western Mail and Echo 
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_  Bhell. Fully stressed seatin glass fibre. Slots 
in seat back allow re-positioning of harness, 
_ Cover. Navy blue. Deep foam-backed in 
wipe clean brushed nylon. 
Head Supports. Foam with washable 
nylon cover. Adjustable vertically. 
_ Side Support Pads. Two polystyrene 
inserts for support where required, 
Pommel, Firm foaming in washable 
nylon, Secured by Velcro, 
Harness, Easy clean 114” gold 
webbing. Safety buckle, Fully tested and 
BSI approved, Special adjusters make 
seating simple. 
Swivel Fitting. Seat can be 
unclipped and swu 


scheme, which formed part 
of the Government’s Youth 
Opportunities Programme. 

Francis isn’t the only 
child to enjoy the roomy 
playhouse — he has two 
sisters and his mother, Mrs 
Heather Delaney also runs 


a playgroup. 
Picture by the Oxford Times. 


Sporting 
Star 


ALAN Kerwin, the 
Sully Work Centre’s 
wheelchair superstar, 
had just three weeks 
to get himself organ- 
ised between being 
picked for an interna- 
tional cerebral palsy 
contest in Belgium and 
his appearance on the 
track. 

Alan, 34, has already 
been capped five times for 


Wales in wheelchair ath- 
letics—this time he was 


picked to represent Great . 


Britain. The nine-strong 
squad came home after a 
week’s intense competition 
with 25 first places, and 
numerous other placings. 
Alan himself gained one 
third, three seconds and a 
first in javelin throwing. 
He took part in the 
wheelchair racing, wheel- 
chair slalom, club throw- 
ing and shot, having deci- 
decided to leave the swim- 
ming. “When we got there 
the team manager and I 
decided to leave the swim, 
ming, we weren’t sure of 
the opposition, but cer- 
tainly Pil have a go next 
time—if I’m picked!” 
Now he is back to the 
harsh realities of work-a- 
day life. When not star- 
ring in the stadium, Alan 
works as a foreman at the 
Sully Work Centre, and his 
one regret about Belgium 
was that he could not take 
his wife with him. Diana is 
34 and studying for an 
Open University degree. 


_Lack of time and finance 


meant she could not travel 
to the Games to cheer Alan 
on. 

“She encourages me a 
lot, even though she’s not 
an athlete herself,” said 
Alan, 


RAY Lang, a 20-year-old 
student of Totton, South: 
ampton, Hants, has just™ 
successfully completed a 
course at Hereward Col- 
lege and been awarded the 
Ordinary National Diplo- 
ma in Business Studies. 

A former pupil at the 
Society's Craig-y-parc and 
Thomas Delarue Schools, Ray 
has been accepted by Teeside 
Polytechnic to read for a BA 
Honours course in Business 
Administration. 


* * * 


EASY riders from the 
Society’s Meldreth Manor 
School biked a 274-mile round 
trip from Cambridge to Not- 
tingham to raise £400 for spas- 
tics. They were greeted at Not- 
tingham by the Lord Mayor 
and Lady Mayoress, Coun and 
Mrs Tom Wilkins, who pre- 
sented them with a message of 
congratulations. 


* * * 


ACTRESS Sylvia Syms, one of 
the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics hardest working 
members, called in on the Nor- 
wich Work Centre when she 
was starring in the town ina 
production of “Black Chiffon.” 


* * * 


STOCKPORT, East Cheshire, 
and High Peak _  Spastics 
Society has been awarded 221 
litres of paint as part of the 
1980 Dulux Community pro- 
jects scheme and as a result, 
Granville House specialist 
school and adult centre will be 
totally redecorated. 


* * * 

A NEW £10,000 recreation 
room at the Society's Bedfont 
Hotel at Clacton has been 
dedicated to the memory of 
Charles Stopford, whose 
father, Mr Michael Stopford, 
is the Society’s 
Centres. 


* * * 


; 


OCTOBER 1939 


Head of : 


THE centuries-old rush bear-~ 


ing ceremony held at Gras-~ 


mere in Cumbria was _ held 


recently and £50 was collected — 
for spastic children. ae, 


PERSONAL 


Is there a Jewish lady who 
would like to mect 2 
young Jewish man of 29? 
Although slightly spastic 
and hard-of-hearing, leads 
normal life — owns house 
and car — holds respon- 
sible job. Extremely en- 
dearing personality. Com- 
panionship with view to 
marriage 


Reply to Box No SN101, 


c/o H. A. Collins Ltd, 37} 


Ruskin Road, Carshalton, 
Surrey, SMS 3BQ. — 
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_ Spastics 


FOBER 1980 


News about 


Spastics: Pool 


FOR 22 years an anony- 
mous lady signing herself 


' “Moy Spastics” has been a 


dedicated collector for the 
Pool in  Caer- 
navon, but has now been 
forced into retirement by 
ill-health. 


Confined to bed, Moy 
decided to say goodbye to the 
friends made over the years of 
collecting, and by way of 
thanks both to them and her 
own family. who have helped 
in the coupon. distribution, 


' burst into verse. 


Moy’s poem was _ published 
in the Caernavon and Den- 
bigh Herald. 


In younger day when fit and 
well, 

I tramped the streets to try 
and sell 

A coupon to a worthy cause. 

Through adverse weather I 
did not pause. 

Although their income was so 
low, 


| The public gave and this I 


| My little bed. 


| Se, neighbours, 


know: 
They gave support and read 
the rules, 


They helped to build the 
Spastics Pools. 
Now twenty years and two 


faye gone, 

Ym now confined to lie upon 

Beneath the 
sheet 

I rest my mind, I rest my 
feet, 

friends and 
family 

I thank you all for helping me. 

Your good support, with lots 
of fun, 

Shall be rewarded in the long 
Furi, 


MOY SPASTICS 


the 


MR and Mrs Moore, of Littleport, 
i Convalescent Home, Mr 


MOTHER of three, Mrs Pamela Swenson, of Kings Lynn, 
receiving a £5,000 dividend cheque from Miss “Chamber 
of Trade,” Louise Young. 


MRS Violet Rogers at her home in Dunstable, Beds, 
receiving a dividend cheque for £5,000 from Treasurer of 
the Luton, Dunstable and District Spastics Group, Mr G. 
Larg. 


. officer for the Society. 


Ely rec eiving a £5,000 cheque from the manager of 
Devlin. Also pictured are Spasties Pool supervisor 


Mr Brompton (left back) and collector Mr F Borley. 


South East 
looks to 
the future 


THE theme of The Spas- 
tics Society’s South East 
Regional Conference held 
at the Thomas Delarue 
School, Tonbridge, Kent, 
on Sunday, September 28, 
was “The role of the volun- 
tary organisations in the 
1980's.” 

Speakers included Mr Peter 
Mitchell, Head of 
and Intelligence, ‘The Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation; Mr John Hall, 
Principal of the Society’s Dene 
College; and Miss Marion 
Bowen, a former recreations 
Con- 
ference Chairman was © Mr 
Ernest Williment, 


Research _ 
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Take off to fun 


in the sun... 


DISNEY World and Florida here we come! 


Just 


three months of fund-raising has meant a fortnight 
of sun, fun and excitement for these residents of 
the Seciety’s Kyre Park Centre in Worcestershire. 


They are pictured at London Airport before 
take-off with Mike McQuade, silver hair and wearing 
glasses, on the right, the workshop deputy manager, 


who made it all possible. 


Mike’s a great Country and Western man, and he 
organised the biggest C & W Festival outside Wem- 
bley, which brought over 5,000 fans from all over 
the country to Kyre Park and made £3,700 profit on 
the day. In all the heliday cost over £10,000 for the 
12 residents and their helpers. 


Naidex °80 set 
for success 


THE Cunard International 
Hotel, London, is. the 
venue for this — year’s 
Naidex Exhibition which 
runs from October 28-30. 


Over 140 companies and 
associattons have already 
booked space and, in total, 
more than 200 manufac- 
turers will be displaying a 
wide variety of aids and 
appliances. 

Some 40 exhibitors will 
be showing new and im- 
proved products and it 
seems likely that Naidex 
°80 will attract more visi- 
tors than ever before. 

This year’s conference, 
which is at Kensington Town 


Hall, will be smaller than last 
year with only two seminars on 
each of the three days. How- 
ever, it Will be full to capacity 
and over 600 delegates will be 
discussing a wide range of 
topics under the overall theme 
“Disabled People — Positive 
Living or Negative Existence?” 

Despite the necessity to use 
two difference venues for the 
conference and exhibition it is 
hoped that Naidex °80 will be 
as successful as previous 
Naidex events and that it will 
provide a unique opportunity 
for disabled people, and those 
who work in the field of dis- 
ability, to view a wide selection 
of aids and appliances under 
one roof and a forum for 
discussion on the problems 
which disabled people face and 
the best ways of solving them. 


EUS 


(ASHLEY REPAIRS LTD) 


N STAND 2 
IDEX "80 


(LOWER EXHIBITION AREA) 


Hand control car conversion specialists 
DHSS Conversion Contractors 
Leyland, Vauxhall etc approved 


Vessa Appointed Distributors (Sales & 


Service) for Wheelchairs in 
Warwickshire, West Midlands, 
Worcestershire and Herefordshire 


HAY ROAD, HAY MILLS 
BIRMINGHAM B25 8HY 


TEL: 021-772 5364 
also at WARNDON, WORCESTER 


TEL: 28575 
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PM PRAISES IDEAL HOMES FOR DISABLED 


@® REGINALD and Gladys Brown told Mrs Thatcher that they had never been h 
since moving to the Estate. Their previous home had 30 steps to negotiate. 


Sse eo 


® MRS Joy Martin would have baked specially for the 
Prime Minister’s visit, but BBC TV’s Nationwide cameras 
came to film her. 


appier 


Warl 


@ THE Chief Superintendent of Metropolitan Police, and Habinteg Chairman, Mr Alex 
Moira, with Habinteg Director Norman Summers, flank Mrs Thatcher on her walk. 


about. 


welcome—and 


demo—for Mrs Thatcher 


THE Prime Minister 
nodded her head 
understandingly and 


sipped her coffee as 
Mrs Joy Martin told 
her: “Seven years | was 
in a home for the dis- 
abled and the doctors 
told me I’d never cope, 


never cope at ail.” 
Five weeks after moving 


Wellington Road, Cheriton, Folkestone, Kent, 


Name 
Address_- 


Airport(s) 


How to fi 
in awheelchair 


Find out in our free pocket sized information booklet, : 
‘Who Looks After You at the Airport? There’s one for each airp 
Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Prestwick and 
Aberdeen. We'll be happy to send you any or all of them. 


To: British Airports Authority Publications, Brochure Dept., 


ort: 


into the new Habinteg 
housing scheme in South 
London, Mrs Martin was 
entertaining Mrs Thatcher 
to morning coffee and 
coping magnificently. 


The Prime Minister had 
come to open the new 
estate in Nunhead and 
arrived in an official Daim- 
ler. The Chief Superin- 
tendent of Metropolitan 
Police came on his motor- 
bike, and the demonstra- 
tors came in their tens and 
twenties. 


Their monotonous 
chant of “Thatcher Out” 
scarcely penetrated Mrs 
Martin’s comfortable sit- 
ting room, as she and Mrs 
Thatcher settled down for 
a chat. 


Earlier Mr Alex Moira, 
one of the Society’s foun- 
ders and Chairman of 
Habinteg, had explained 
how the Society had recog- 
nised the need _ for 
integrated housing for the 
disabled and  Habinteg 
was born. All the homes 
are accessible for wheel- 
chair users although dis- 
abled people only live in 
25 per cent of them. 

He stressed that Habin- 
teg could not expect to 
build all the schemes that 
were needed but was set- 
ting an example. Inte- 


grated housing was so 
much more humane than 
institutions, 


and more 


< 


® BEHIND a barricade about 200 demonstr 
a steady chant of “Thatcher out” 


was desperately needed, 
and went on: 

“The programme has 
been cut from 43,000 to 
between 10-12,000, which 
is a severe blow to the 
voluntary housing move- 
ment and to the handi- 
capped. We are hoping 
the programme for the 
handicapped will continue. 

“Housing stock for the un- 
handicapped is fairly  satis- 
factory — for the handi- 
capped it is minute.” And 
he turned to the Prime Minis- 
ter as he said: “There is a 
letter on your desk about this 
from the Association of Volun- 
tary Housing Movements.” 


‘Wonderful’ - 


In reply, Mrs Thatcher paid 
tribute to the work of Habinteg 
and said that in recent years 
8,000 homes had been built to 
special standard for the handi- 
capped. “We all know that 
what everyone wants is to live 
in their own home surrounded 
by their own family, friends, 
warmth and affection. They 
don’t want to be shut away 
from the ordinary world. 
Twelve years ago The Spastics 
Society had this wonderful 
idea of Habinteg where the 
disabled are integrated into a 
housing scheme, and they haye 
a wonderful record. 

“This estate looks really 
lovely and it is a joy to come 
here, and I’m sure the residents 
will all enjoy living here. The 
land is laid out for neighbour- 
liness and people like being 
g00d neighbours. We pride 


inne 


e < 


Minister’s visit. But Mrs Thatcher kept smiling. .. . 
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strators kept up 
during the Prime 


ourselyes on voluntary work, 
it is something more than pay- 
ing taxes because we haye to, 
or doing something beeause 
the law says we must. People 
do it because they want to, 
because they are ‘giving back 
something to the community, 
and this scheme gives the dis- 
abled a chance to give back to 
the community some of what 
they have been given.” 

The sun beat down, the 
demonstrators swelled to 240 
and Mrs Thatcher kept going, 
ignoring the heat in a_ pale 


blue dress of barathea ‘and 
turning a deaf ear to the 
chants. 


She was asked if greater 
priority should not be given to 
the disabled and immediately 
retorted: “Of course the dis- 
abled deserve a high priority, 
but it can only be achieved by 
others demanding less for them- 
selves. There is not enough 
provision for the disabled and 
we must make it more.” 

Despite the fact the yisit was 
only allotted an hour she 
doubled it — “The meeting 
can wait, I'm enjoying myself,” 
she told an aide. 

She chaticd to Mrs Joyce 
Smith, the Society’s Chairman, 
and before she left, perched on 
a wall to talk to Alice Moira, 
who had travelled down from 
Nottingham where she is a 
social worker. It was Alice’s 
handicap and the plight facing 
her and thousands of others 
that inspired her father, Alex, 
Moira and three friends to 
found the Society. 

The entire Executive Coun- 
cil of the Society had been 
invited, and also present were 
a number of headquarters’ 
staff, including the Society’s 
new Director Tim Yeo. 
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